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Honor Dr. Campos 


The Inter American Commission of Women waits upon Dr. Francisco Luis da Silva Campos of Brazil at 
the Legislative Palace in Montevideo to thank him for his leadership in behalf of Equal Rights for 
Women at the Seventh Pan American Conference. 


In the group, reading from left to right, are: Ofelia le Bas, member of the Women’s Independent Demo- 
cratic Party of Uruguay; Dr. Sofia V. de Demichelli, Delegate for Uruguay to the Seventh Pan American 
Conference; Ella Riegel of the United States, member of the Advisory Committee of the Inter American 
Commission of Women; Dania Padilla de Rubio, Cuban Representative on the Inter American Commis- 
sion; Ana Rosa Tornero, Bolivian Representative on the Commission; Margarita Robles de Mendoza, Com- 
missioner for Mexico on the Inter American Commission; Clara Elisa de Salterain, Commissioner for Uru- 
guay; Fanny Bunand-Sévastos, Executive Secretary and Alternate for Haiti on the Commission; Dr. Fran- 
cisco Luis da Silva Campos, Delegate for Brazil to the Seventh Pan American Conference; Doris Stevens 
of the United States, Chairman of the Inter American Commission of Women; Maria Felicidad Conzälez, 
Paraguayan Representative on the Commission; Minerva Bernardino, Commissioner for the Dominican 
Republic on the Inter American Commission; and Anne Carter of the United States, member of the 
Research Committee of the Commission. 
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uf OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 

relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


— Joint Resolution Number 11 
House Joint Resolution Number 11 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by Spnatok JoHN G. TowNnsENnD, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLow, Indiana. 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, D. C. 
Burnita S. Matthews, Miss. Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


A Two-Edged Sword 


NGLISHWOMEN have no N. R. A. discriminations to fight, but they 
have Sir Herbert Austin. As a manufacturer of inexpensive cars, the 
baronet occupies a position in England similar to that of Henry Ford 


in the United States. Speaking some time ago at Balliol College, Sir Herbert 


is reported to have expressed confidence that “if all women were taken out 
of industry—except perhaps the cotton ee unemployment problem 
would be practically solved.” 

The trouble with the Sir Herbert Austins is that they are not familiar 
with history—or else the lessons taught by the struggle of women to gain 
their enfranchisement have never sunk in. At about the time that the Eng- 
lish manufacturer was expressing his views, Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, 
world-famous Feminist, in preparation for a meeting on “The Right of Mar- 
ried Women to Earn,” was telling her countrywomen that resistance to the 
propaganda to rob the Englishwoman of the right to earn a living might 
have to take the form of a refusal of financial support “to all institutions 
which do not give equal treatment to men and women.” 

American business men will kindly take note. -Substitute America for 
England, and industries for institutions, and the backers of discrimination in 
N. R. A. codes would have cause to abate their enthusiasm. 


“His and His Cousins and His Aunts” 


E. VERY medal has its “other side.” When the Equal Rights Amendment 


is adopted, the benefits—we have accustomed ourselves to believe—will 
be largely women's. As a matter of fact, the whole nation will be the 


| gainer. Or, if we substitute the Equal Rights Treaty for the Amendment, any 
advantage, as Dr. James Brown Scott has pointed out, that is won by one- 


half of humanity will acerue to the other half as well. 

Oecasionally, however, it is well to examine the other side more eritically in 
order to fully and definitively appreciate the meaning of our broad assertion. 
Rose Arnold Powell does this in a letter to Equat Ricuts, which appears on 


page 407 of this number, in which she urges that the nation honor that great 


woman, Susan B. Anthony, by erecting a memorial. i in her honor. And one 
of the reasons assigned by her for calling upon men as well as women to 
support this project is that “for. half a century, without rest or respite, she 


_ (Miss Anthony) carried on a bloodless. revolution, not only for women’s 


rights, but for the emancipation of men from the economic burden of female 
parasitism which hindered them from moving out into a — individual 
and national life.” 

Someone has truly said that slavery is more degrading to the master than 
to the slave. Miss Powell puts the same thought in a different way. There 
is nothing fantastic, at any rate, in the thought that, instead of being equal 
sharers with women of the benefits of coming Equal Rights legislation, for 
it will come (vide Montevideo), men will actually be the greater gainers. If 


We consider Miss Powell’s argument the reverse of the medal—or the picture— 


then Mrs. Roosevelt in a recent statement has depicted the obverse. “Some- 
times the woman works,” said the wife of the President, “not because of 
necessity from the standpoint of money needed in the home, but because of 
urge (italics ours) to work. Being denied this urge might warp the personal- 
ity in much the same way that being a spinster warped the personality of 
many an eighteenth century aunt or cousin.” 

Before the exodus of woman’s work from the home to the factory, woman’s 
one and only vocation was marriage. They came the Civil War and the sad 
depletion in the ranks of the nation’s marriageable sons. The number of 
spinsters became formidable, and the support of numerous unmarried depend- 
ent women was assumed to be the responsibility of the nearest male relatives, 
whether married or unmarried. 

A man is responsible for the support of his children whom he helped to 
bring into the world. Morally, he cannot be held responsible for the support 
of collaterals. And the very men today who are urging that women be sent 
back to the home will be the first to object if unmarried women relatives are 
wished upon them for support. Also the man so burdened will find that his 
opportunities will be cramped and his personality warped to the same extent 
as will be those of the spinsters who must look to him for support. 

There is but one brand of justice: the right of each individual to work 


out her or his own destiny according to whatever gift of hand 
or brain the 
Almighty has given that one. 
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Government Workers Plan Campaign 


N order that plans for the campaign 
beginning with the convening of Con- 
gress might be perfected and fully dis- 
cussed by all members, the Government 


at Alva Belmont House, Thursday eve- 
ning, January 4. The meeting, presided 
over by Florence Heath, First Vice-Chair- 


man, was well attended and keen interest 


was manifested in the program outlined. 

Grace Cochran made a report on the 
activities of the Council’s Executive Com 
mittee since the last meeting. Letters 
have been sent to three thousand women’s 
clubs in all parts of the United States, 
soliciting their co-operation in obtaining 
the repeal of Section 213 and offering ma- 
terial for study and discussion. The re- 
sponses to these letters have been most 
encouraging, and our Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Grace Brewer, and her assistants 
have been kept busy sending out the litera- 
ture requested. A mimeographed pamph- 
let, entitled “The Married Worker Ous- 
ter,“ has been prepared for use in this 
year’s campaign. 

Literature and instructions for form- 
ing branch councils have been sent to a 
large number of Government workers in 
the States. Letters to all Senators and 


The Right 


N O less than twenty-nine progressive 


women’s organizations of Great 

Britain supported the mass-meet- 
ing recently held at Central Hall, West- 
minster, London, for “The Right of 
Married Women to Earn.” Distinguished 
men and women addressed the meeting 
and long before the opening hour the hall 
was packed to overflowing. 

Emmeline Pethick - Lawrence, feminist 
of world-wide fame, presided, and the 
speakers included: Major Attlee, M.P.; 
Viscountess Astor, M.P.; Viscount Buck- 
master, P. C., G. C. V. O.; Mrs. Cooper, J. P., 
a former textile worker; Naney Stewart 
Parnell, daughter of Col. Arthur Parnell, 
cousin of the Irish statesman; and Re- 
becca West, writer. : 

Dame Ethel Smyth conducted the mu- 
sical program which began at 7.30 P. M. 
and included the singing of the stirring 
feminist song, “The March of the Wom- 
en.“ Famed as a composer and life-long 
feminist, Dame Smyth used the gold- 
collared baton of honor presented to her 


by the Women’s Social and Political 


Union for the first performance of the 
song at a mass meeting in the Albert Hall, 
London, in 1911. This was the first time 
that the baton has been used since that 
day. 

The spirit of the meeting is well ex- 
emplifled in an article by Mrs. Pethick- 
Lawrence, who presided at the meeting, 


Representatives have been prepared, set- 


ting forth the reasons for repeal of Sec- 


tion 213 at this session. 


Delegates from the Council participated 
‘Workers’ Council held a special meeting 


in a series of conferences in Washington, 


January 2 and 3, arranged by the Civil 
Service Reinstatement League and at- 
tended by representatives of nineteen or- 


ganizations, the purpose of which was to 


formulate a program directed against the 


Economy Act. Among the resolutions pre- 
pared at these conferences and presented 
to Congress was the following: 
WIInnas the Congress of the United 
States, for the most part without hear- 


ings, and with little consideration of the 


equities of the legislation and its effects 
on employees, passed legislation in con- 
nection with the Economy Act of 1933 for 
the apparent purpose of spreading em- 
ployment, but which, in effect, only de- 
prived certain married Federal employees 
of the right to work; and 

“Wuereas the legislation in question 
directly attacks the marital relation, in 
that dismissals are only enforceable where 
the dual income is earned by a husband 
and wife living together, no account being 
taken of the economic needs of the family 
or that much higher income is derived 


from other family relationships or from 
employment outside the Government or 
from invested capital or other sources, 
and thus directly results in raising an 
economic barrier to the marriage of Gov- 
ernment employees, as statistics show 
that in a high proportion of cases a single 
Government salary is insufficient for the 
support of a family under urban condi- 
tions; and 3 
“WuerzEas the enforcement of this law 
has necessitated the indiscriminate dis- 
charge of well-qualified and highly effi- 
cient employees to the serious detriment 
of the public service and a resulting in- 
crease of the cost of that service; and 
“Wuermas legislation of this type not 
only contravenes the civil rights guaran- 
teed to all citizens under the Constitution 
of the United States, but absolutely con- 
travenes the stated policies of the Presi- 


dent and his administration to try to re- 


secure for each individual the right to 
work; be it 

“Resolved, That the affiliated organiza- 
tions in this convention assembled in- 
struct their various officers to co-operate 
to secure at the earliest possible moment 


the repeal of Section 213 of the Economy 
Act of 1933.” 


of Married Women to Earn 


in which she stresses the fact that the 
married woman’s right to earn is being 


challenged not only in England but all 
over the world. She writes: 


The great demonstration for “Mar- 
ried Women’s Right to Earn,” in the 
Central Hall, Westminster, is a chal- 
lenge to all institutions that are 
attempting today to undermine the 
economic equality and economic inde- 
pendence of women. May it be re- 
peated in all industrial centres and 

throughout the towns and villages in 
the country, so that it may be recog- 
nized that women are not giving their 
consent to the deprivations now being 
forced upon them. Women are not 
helpless as they were before they won 
the vote. They have the means to de- 

fend their rightful liberties. And 
though it is not so easy to locate the 
enemy or to attack his position as it 
was in the days when the Government 
of the day held the power to give or 

to withhold political equality, it is 
not beyond the wit of women to find 
some method of expressing their dis- 
pleasure and of driving it home. 

The worst thing that could happen 

to this country as a whole would be 
for British women to surrender, as 
German women have surrendered, to 
rampant re-action. Turkey and other 
Eastern countries are emerging from 
their former backward condition and 
are realizing that the status of women 
is the index to the country’s stage of 
civilization. 

Germany has told its women 


through its Minister for Propaganda 
that their one and only function in 
the community is to exhaust them- 
selves in child-bearing. German 
women, and their country with them, 
are heading back to the dark ages. 

It is up to the women of Britain 
and Scandinavia to resist the wave of 
reaction which has submerged Ger- 
many, and to sustain the culture of 
Europe which depends on the free- 
dom and advancement of its women 
as well as its men. 

It is necessary to recognize the na- 
ture of this reaction, which in this 
country is disguising itself as an at- 
tack on the right of married women to 
earn. The reaction has linked itself 
up with the prevailing problem of 
unemployment. But though the ar 
ments put forward in support of th... 
attack are specious and are framed 
in such a way as to catch the crowd, 
they are so silly and illogical that we 
detect in them a disguise. And be- 
neath this disguise we discover the 

same old enemy—that spirit of male 
domination which has worked inces- 
santly all down the ages and is still 
working today — working to keep 
women in a state of subjection and 
dependence and therefore in a state 
of sex slavery. 

This old enemy has to bring his 
strategy up to date, and that is the 
reason why he fastens today on the 

widespread grievance of unemploy- 
ment. First let this attack be con- 
centrated upon the professional and 
industrial status of married women. 
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If that is succesful, it will pave the 

to a further attack upon the 
right of all women to earn their own 
livelihood, except as servants or in 
the lowest of paid industries. And 
then — women will be back again 
where they were before they won their 

emancipation ! 

Well! What are we going to do 
about it? 

First, we must see our danger and 
realize that our position as an equal 
half of the human race is at stake. 
Second, we must unite as women— 

the married with the unmarried, the 
professional with the industrial 
worker—irrespective of party politics 
and of class distinction. 

Third, we must resist any appeal 
to forget our own rights for the sake 
of a wider purpose, knowing as we 
do that our rights are racial rights, 
and that in betraying them we betray 
unborn generations. 

Fourth, we must remember that the 
best policy of defence is the policy of 
attack. We must use the great power 

that we possess as voters, both in mu- 
nicipal and parliamentary elections, 
and see to it that women’s votes are 
not recorded for representatives who 
are not pledged to support women’s 
claim for economic equality in every 
sphere of municipal and national life. 
Furthermore, we must organize. Once 
again, as in the days of the Suffrage 
struggle, women may have to concen- 
trate their energies and their money 
on this one issue. Once again we 
may have to refuse financial support 
to all institutions which do not give 
equal treatment to men and women 


-— son their staff, and boycott. 


- and other institutions which exclude 
women students. 

Women are beginning to get active. 
The other day a professional woman 
sent £10 to me for the purpose of 
organization because the B.B.C. had 
declared its intention to dispense 
with a woman announcer. This news 
had awakened her to the common 
danger. : | | 

We shall be told again, as we have 
often been told before, that this is 
a selfish and a narrow policy. None 
will regret the necessity of resorting 
again to this policy more than women 
themselves, whose great wish is to 
give themselves as equal comrades 
with men to the great issues affect- 
ing humanity. Nevertheless, we are 
deeply convinced that by insisting 
upon our status of full political, eco- 
nomic and social equality with men, 
we are serving our country and our 

race in the fullest possible sense as 
well as the cause of human advance- 


ment everywhere in the world. 


In a bulletin issued by Monica Whately, 


organizer for the mass meeting, it was 


announced that “Sir Herbert Austin re- 
treats, no longer declaring women to be 
the chief cause of unemployment.” Sir 
Austin, who is the Henry Ford of Eng- 
land, in an address at Balliol College, had 
said that he was “confident that if all 
women were taken out of industry—ex- 
cept perhaps the cotton industry—our un- 
employment problem would be practically 
solv 


suading other 


present President: 


ATER—the bulletin states—“Sir Her-. 
bert Austin, in a conversation. with 
Miss Whately which lasted nearly an 
hour, appeared to be surprised that wom- 


en should have been deeply concerned by 


his statement. While admitting that, as a 
very large employer of women, he did so 
because women were more efficient and 
cheaper, according to the press, Sir Her- 
bert now professes to have advocated only 
the boycotting of women in the engineer- 
ing industry. But this is quite definitely 
not what he urged in his speech at Balliol 


College, and, had Sir Herbert been 


wrongly reported in the press on that 
occasion, he has had over three weeks 
in which to rectify the error. 

“If Sir Herbert were successful in per- 
employers to get rid of 
their cheap and efficient women workers, 
there is little doubt that the men taking 
their places would find that they would 
have to accept a still lower wage. As 
one woman driver remarked to us, ‘It is 
to the interest of Sir Herbert Austin, 
producer of cheap cars, to maintain a 
low standard of income among women, as 
a higher income would lessen the demand 
for such cars,’ 


66 HAT Sir Herbert claims the right 

to hold such opinions as he does, as 
a private individual, is not challenged, 
but that he can give expression to such 
opinions at a public meeting, as Sir Her- 
bert Austin of Austin ears, is a much 


more serious matter and, in asking wom- 


en to boycott Austin cars, they are using 
the only weapon that they can against a 
most unfair attack on the women work- 
ers of this country. 

„Women, like men, are 8 from 
the present trade depression; women, like 
men, in many thousands are forced to be 
wage earners in order that they may live; 
and to do anything which makes it more 
difficult for them to be able to do this is 
both unfair to the women, and a fallacy 
when suggested as a solution of the prob- 
lem of unemployment.“ 


Messages of encouragement and eon- 
gratulation to those who arranged the 
meeting came by every post and from all 
over the world, according to Whately, 
among them the following: 


Hauipe 


(Famous Turkish Feminist, lecturer, 
and novelist, of whom it has recently been 
said that she is one of two modern women 
who have openly influenced the fate of a 
nation. It was she who, at the beginning 
of the Turkish Revolution, said to the 
“Turkey will never 
be free while her women are veiled.” We 
know now that women of Turkey are not 
veiled. ) 

As an old worker on the field for 
human equality, I send my greetings 
and deepest sympathy. It has been 
always a woman’s part to serve and 
sacrifice; it should also be her privi- 


lege to work, and to receive the wages 
which her work deserves. The sound- 
est part of the old Moslem-Turkish 
society was the perfect equality of 
man and woman in the economic 
sense. It has been comparatively 
easy to build a modern world in Tur- 
key because of this fact, That a 
woman is married or not, should not 
deprive her of the sacred right of all 
human beings—the right to work and 
earn her living. How can women’s 
voices carry weight in the building 
of a better world, if they are not 
free and equal with men in the eco- 
nomic sense? 
I can say with some knowledge that 
you have the entire sympathy and 
best wishes of all Turkish women, 
old and young. 


Ruru Bryan 
(United States Minister to Denmark. ) 

I hope that you will say that I 
have asked you to express my greet- 
ings to the delegates assembled, and 
my earnest hope that their delibera- 
tions may result in a more enlight- — 
ened public opinion to the rights of 
women workers. 


Fiorence Bayarp HnAns: | 
(Chairman of the N ational Woman’s 


Party.) 


Greetings, and best of wishes for 


the success of your efforts on behalf 


of married women’s right to earn. 
Until such time that equality of op- 
portunity is assured to women, and 
that women stand equal in the law 
with men, we will fight on—no arti- 
ficial barriers by land or sea or law 
shall be endured. 


Storm JAMESON: 
(Novelist. ) 

I regret very much that I cannot 
be present at your 22 to join 
you in supporting the right of a 
married woman to look upon herself 
as an individual human being, with 
the human right to use her capacities 


and intelligence in the way best 


suited to them. The excuse usually 
offered for excluding married women 
from earning—that it relieves the eco- 
nomie pressure—seems to me no ex- 
cuse at all, but only an additional 
reason for ‘altering economic condi- 
tions which inyolve the deliberate 
narrowing and maiming of many 
women’s lives, and the stultifying of 
their intelligence. Moreover, I have 
yet to meet the opponent of the mar- 
ried woman’s right to earn who seri- 
ously objects to the right of married 
charwomen to work for him or her at 
the wages of a charwoman. The ob- 
jections mostly begin when * is = 
question of women achieving 

tions which carry with a 
salary. I feel, too, that your protest 
comes at the right moment. There is 
no safe half way house for women be- 
tween claiming their full rights as 
citizens entitled to earn, and submit- 
ting to being gradually forced bacx 
into the Victorian system of home 
concentration camps. I wish you 
every success. 


Dr. Maupn Royprn: 
(Well-known woman preacher.) 
I cannot express the urgency which 
_I feel has called the meeting to- 


— 
, 
+>, 
i 
5 
: 
125 
$ 
i 
rer: 
ae 
sh 
| 
˖˖ 
7785 
‘va 
Ag 
4 
j 
2 
pespitals 
77 
| 
; 
* 
af 
4 
+2 — 
‘ 
&% 
¢ 
7 
4 
7 
1 
RG 
ies 
9 
é 


January 27, 1934 


gether, nor the gratitude which we 
all feel to those who have organized it. 


GERALD Gould, Esq.: 
(Literary eritie and novelist.) 

I need not say how very deeply I 
am in sympathy with your campaign 
for absolute n between the 
sexes. 


Miss M. E. SuTHERLAND: 
(Chief Woman Officer of the Labor 
Party.) 
I hope the meeting will be a great 
success. 


Amy MOLLISON: 
(Famous airwoman.) 

I feel more than honored that you 
should ask me to speak at your meet- 
ing and in the ordinary 
course of events would have liked 
very much to accept, specially as it 

is a subject on which I have, like 
all married women, very definite 
views. 


H. Gorpon In.: 
(Of Selfridge’s, Ltd.) 
On principle, I am in cordial agree- 
ment with anything that it seems 
necessary to do to prevent the right 
of married women to earn from being 
taken away..... 
Certainly, in this business, we do 
not treat in any way differently mar- 
tried women from the unmarried, and 
in this business 
of our 8 


com of women. 


JoHN VAN 
(Playwright. ) 
With every good wish for the suc- 
cess of your meeting, and many 
thanks for the invitation. | 


Sir Henry Woop: 
(Conductor. ) 
I wish I could help you... . but 
I shall be eee some concerts 


in Scandinavia just then, so it is not 
possible. All good wishes for the 
success of the meeting. 


RHONDDA: 


The objects of your meeting arouse 
in me so strong a sympathy that were 
I situated in any more accessible spot 
than upon the slopes of Mount Par- 

-nassus, I might have felt tempted to 
charter an aeroplane and fly home to 
make part of your audienee.,... 
As it is, I ean only write to remind 
you that you are not speaking to- 

night for England alone. You have 
supporters all over the world, and 
scattered even into the most remote 
parts of the earth. 


G. Bernarp SHaw: 

But I am a man, and know how 
careful women have to be in dealing 
with men. If they go no further 
than to claim that women belong to 
humanity equally with men, then the 
men will claim that a parliament of 
men, being human, will be fully repre- 
sentative of women. I know by per- 
sonal experience that this is not so, 


and that humanity can be represented 


* by men and women. 

support the right of married 
women 4 earn. But when it is fully 
established, the women must be care- 
ful not to let the men live on their 
earnings. They will do so if * 
get half a chance. 


Frances, CouNrnSS oF WARWICK: 

I would have had great pleasure 
in attending the meeting at the Cen- 
tral Hall, as I am in entire and warm 
agreement with the cause. 


SENATOR “Mrs. Powrr: 
(Member of the Irish Dail.) 
Should married women earn? My 
answer is yes. To reply otherwise 
would undermine the sound prin- 
eiple of Equal Rights for men and 
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women. So much for the principle. 

To defend the practice seems un- 
necessary, as there are few who do 
not know the vital necessity in many 
cases, for the work of the married 
woman, in order _ the home be 
maintained. 


The twenty-nine organizations which 
sponsored the meeting are: Soroptimist 
Club of Greater London, Actresses’ Fran- 
chise League, Association of Assistant 
Mistresses in Secondary Schools, Associa- 
tion for Moral and Social Hygiene, Asso- 
ciation of Women Clerks and Secretaries, 
Barnsley Open Door Council, Bolton 
Women Citizens’ Association, British 
Commonwealth League, British Federa- 
tion of University Women, Council of 
Women Civil Servants (Higher Grades), 


The Fabian Society — Women's Group, 


Incorporated Association of Assistant 
Mistresses in Secondary Schools, London 
Committee of the National Woman's Par- 
ty, The National Association of Women 
Civil Servants, National Council for Equal 
Citizenship, Edinburgh Equal Citizen- 


ship Society, National Council of Women 


of Great Britain, National Union of Wom- 
en Teachers, National Women Citizens’ 
Association, North Western Federation 
of Societies for Equal Citizenship, The 
Open Door Council, Rochdale and Dis- 
trict Branch of the Open Door Council, 
St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance, 
The Six Point Group, The Suffragette 
Fellowship, The Women's Freedom 
League, The Women's National Liberal 
Federation, West Bromwich Equal Citi- 
zenship Society, The Women’s Guild of 
Empire, Y. W. C. A. of Great Britain, 
and Women’s International League. 


Equal Rights International Holds Annual Meeting 


Geneva, Switzerland, 
December, 1933. 
HE Annual Meeting of the Equal 
Rights International was held at 
Geneva under the chairmanship of 
Helen Archdale of England, International 
Président. The meeting adopted a textual 
alteration in its object as stated in the 
constitution of the organization. Its ob- 
ject, as now stated, reads as follows: 
The Equal Rights International 
shall work for the establishment of 
an Equal Rights Treaty of which the 
following is adopted as the model of 
the major clause: 

‘The Contracting States agree 
that upon the ratification of this 
Treaty, men and women shall 
have Equal Rights throughout 

the territory subject to their 
respective jurisdictions.’ 

“The Equal Rights International 
having as its ultimate aim the equal- 
ity of the sexes before the law through- 
out the world shall work for inter- 
national agreements which embody 
the principle of this equality.” 


This draft treaty is the one which was 


Chairman of the Press Committee of the 


ane up by the National Woman’s Party 
of the United States and submitted by the 
Woman’s Party to the Sixth Conference 
of American States at Havana in 1928 
and which was also laid before the 
Seventh Conference of American States at 
Montevideo by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women. 


The Equal Rights International is now 
entering upon its fifth year and has a 
membership in 22 countries. Its method 
of working is to make contact with exist- 
ing organizations which can include its 
programme in their own. Organizations 
which are affiliated are: The United As- 
sociations of Australia, the Progressive 
Women’s Club of Poland, the Six Point 
Group of Great Britain, the Guild of 
Empire of Great Britain, and the Ac- 


tresses’ Franchise Association of Great 


Britain. 


Branches of the Equal Rights Inter- 
national are in process of formation in 
Australia and in France, and one has 
already been formed in Czechoslovakia. 

The five vice-presidents of the Equal 
Rights International are: Jessie Street, 
Australia; Gertrude Baer, Germany; 
Maitre Maria Verone, France; May Oung, 
Burmah and Anna Szegalowska, Po- 
land. Correspondence is maintained with 
New Zealand, Portugal, South Africa, 
Spain, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the five 
northern countries. 

Reports were received at the annual 
meeting concerning the work by the sec- 


tional committees, notably the National- 


ity Committee under the chairmanship 
of Marthe Hekemi of Persia. This com- 
mittee has co-operated throughout the 
past year with the Women’s Consultative 
Committee on Nationality created by the 
Council of the League of Nations. 

The annual meeting voted to express its 
gratitude to the delegation of Chili for 
its work on behalf of the equality of the 
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sexes in nationality before the 1933 As- 
sembly of the League of Nations. 

A new committee was formed under the 
chairmanship of Anna Szegalowska of 
Poland to deal with questions of the work 
of women. The meeting approved the 
signature of a protest against the Night 
Work for Women Convention of the Inter- 
national Labor Office. 

A Committee on Press and Information 
was created under the chairmanship of 
Anna Nilsson of Sweden. 

The Equal Rights International was 
formed in 1930 in Geneva to work for 
Equal Rights for men and women through- 
out the world and particularly for an 
Equal Rights Treaty. Four members of 


the National Woman's Party of the 


The 


N OT in so many words, but by im- 


plication, Gail Laughlin of Maine, 


who spoke at the dinner Saturday, 
January 13, at the Middle-Atlantie Con- 


ference of the Woman's Party at Harris- 


burg, Pennsylvania, demonstrated that 
the law, in the words that Dickens put 
into the mouth of one of his characters, 
is not infrequently “a ass.” Referring to 
the old Latin motto that “it is sweet 
(dulce et decorum est) to die for one’s 
country,” Miss Laughlin cited the case 
of Rosika Schwimmer, an alien and 
pacifist, whose petition to become a natu- 
ralized American was denied because she 
refused to say that she would be willing 
to bear arms in defense of this country. 
“Rosika Schwimmer,” said Miss Laughlin, 
“would not have been allowed to bear 
arms, and yet the law required that she 


must be willing to in order to become a 


citizen. Miss Laughlin also told of an 
American woman who had married a 


. foreigner and could not set foot again 


upon her native soil unless she entered 
the country by way of the quota. 


HE re es about Rosika Schwimmer 
were apropos of the victory at Monte- 
video which Miss Laughlin characterized 
as a “long step toward our shining goal, 
the passagse of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States.” Declaring that there were 500 
discriminations against women in the 
common law, Miss Laughlin took to task 
the League of Women Voters for its policy 
of “specific bills for specific ills.” 
“Equal Rights,” she protested, “is a 
fundamental right, and our Constitution 
is the Bill of Rights. In that Constitution 


there is granted to all men of all colors, - 


races, all groups, the rights which we are 
asking for ourselves. The decisions of 
our courts have put women outside the 
Constitution and outside the human race. 
That a woman is a person is plain to 
everybody except perhaps to a judge on 
the bench. ... 


United States participated in the organi- 
zation meeting in September, 1930, when 
the Equal Rights International was 
formed. They were: Alice Paul, member 
of the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party; Lucy Branham, former national 
organizer for the Woman’s Party; Ella 
Riegel, member of the Pennsylvania State 
Committee; and Margaret Whittemore, 
member of the National Council. Three 
members of the Woman’s Party have 
served upon the Executive Committee of 
the organization, Lilian von Matsch, Alice 
Paul and Margaret Whittemore, Miss 
Whittemore having also been one of the 
vice-presidents. 

The Equal Rights International main- 
tains international headquarters at me 


(This is the second instalment of the 
report of the Conference of the Middle- 
Atlantic Region of the Woman's Party, 
held January 13 and 14, in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. The first instalment ap- 
peared in last week’s issue.) 


“The National Woman's Party is deter- 


mined that women shall break into the 
human race. It takes this stand, not only 
for the benefit of women, but for the life 
of the nation and the life of the world. 
The position of women is usually regarded 
as the index of civilization; I always say 
it is the cause of a higher civilization. 
When you think of the hardships endured 
by the first women who came to this coun- 
try, do you think that the women in a 
Turkish harem would have been equal to 
that job? One winter of it sickened the 
males.” 

In order to raise funds for the holding 
of another Regional Conference in the 
near future, Edith Houghton Hooker of 
Maryland made an appeal for funds 
which resulted in the following dona- 
tions, totaling $155: Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley of the District of Columbia, $5; 
Martha Shoppell, $5; New Jersey Branch, 
through Cecile P. Maurer, $5; Mrs. T. 
Duncan Just of Montgomery County, Pa., 
$5; Mary Winsor of Philadelphia, $25; 


Business and Professional Women’s Coun- | 


cil of the Maryland Branch, $10. 

The program closed with the reading 
by Mary Winsor of Philadelphia of a 
letter she had received from Montevideo, 
which had been written by Ella Riegel 
of Philadelphia who had accompanied the 
Inter American Commission of Women 
on its historic and triumphant mission. 

* * 

HE Sunday morning session of the 

Harrisburg Conference opened with a 
meeting conducted by the Business and 
Professional Women's Couneil of the 
Maryland Branch of the Party, Helen 
Elizabeth Brown, prominent Baltimore 
attorney, presiding. 


Equal Rights 


neva close to the League of Nations Build- 


ing. Throughout the year the Equal 
Rights sign has been prominently dis- 
played in front of the headquarters where 
it would be seen by visitors to the League 
of Nations. The Equal Rights Interna- 
tional has urged the adoption of the Equal 
Rights Treaty upon the delegates at the 
1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933 Assemblies. It 
has interviewed practically all the dele- 
gations to each of the past four Assem- 
blies, and has also sought to keep the sub- 
ject before the press of the world through 
the newspaper correspondents assembled 
at Geneva. It has sought to increase the 
support for the Treaty in the various 
countries belonging to the League, par- 
W in the countries of Europe. 


Harrisburg Conference 


In opening the Conference Miss ove 
said that in the present crisis no one 
seemed to be much concerned about the 
fate of the business and professional 
women. Many of these women had been 
asked to give up their jobs, but no camps 
had been established for them by the 
Government. She quoted a banker as 
having recently stated that in ten years 
no women would be professionally em- 
ployed in banks. It took the depression, 
Miss Brown said, to make women realize 
that they must rally to each other’s aid, 
and that, if women banded together, no 
set of men could oust them from their 
jobs. 


DA KLOZE, a deputy collector of the 

Port of Baltimore and well-known at- 
torney, declared that women had won the 
vote almost unaided, and that the present 
was a propitious time to bring about 
other desirable changes in their status. 
She stressed organization as being a vital 


necessity in furthering such advancement 


for women and said that, if the National 
Woman’s Party could add quantity to 
quality, it would speedily win every ob- 
ject it was striving for. 

An exceedingly interesting and worth- 


while speech was that made by Vee Teryss 


Perlman of New York, writer and pub- 
licist. Miss Perlman based her remarks 
on a scholarly brochure, entitled “The 
Minimum Wage Muddle,” which has just 
come off the press aud in which she dis- 
cusses in great detail, based upon thor- 
ough-going research, the minimum wage 
question as it applies to both men and 
women and whether established by State 
law or by Federal authority under the 
N. R. A. codes. Her studies reveal that 
there is a curious duality in the attitude 
of the proponents of this type of legisla- 
tion, depending on whether they are urg- 
ing their point of view before federal or 
State authorities. 

After explaining that the 8 
Court had declared unconstitutional mini- 
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mum wage legislation of the type designed 
for women only, and that seven States, in 
spite of the Supreme Court prohibition, 
had passed such minimum wage statutes, 
Miss Perlman said: 

“Nevertheless, it is these very same per- 
sons who early in the year also put into 
effect the N. R. A., which makes a legal 
minimum wage for both men and women 
compulsory. And it is these same per- 
sons and organizations who, after fight- 
ing for twenty years for restrictive regu- 
lations for women alone in industry, have, 
since the N. R. A. was announced, deluged 
the press and people of this country with 
explanations and arguments claiming that 


unfair competition can be removed only | 


by having exactly the same conditions 
apply to employers or workers in any 
given industry or group. As is well 
known, they point out ceaselessly that un- 
less everyone in each kind of activity con- 
forms to exactly identical regulations for 
that activity, the one not so regulated can 
undercut the others and put them at a 
grave disadvantage.” 


ISS PERLMAN lays much of the 
blame for wage legislation discrimi- 
nating against women at the door of the 
American Federation of Labor. The Fed- 
eration's stock argument is that such leg- 
islation is designed to protect women. 
But Miss Perlman feels that its atti- 
tude is anything but ingenuous. 
t must be pointed out,” she said, 
“that the A. F. of L.’s chief piece of 
propaganda for lumping women and chil- 
dren and subjecting them to regulations 
not affecting men competitors, is that it 
is necessary to thus ‘protect’ women be- 
cause they won’t organize for better 
hours and wages while men do. Every 
last one of their cohorts, with no excep- 
tion, repeats this constantly. The A. F. 
of L.-manned Labor Department of the 
Federal Government floods the country 
with bulletins flatly stating this to be 
the fact, so that even young college girls 
are heard to remark that working women 
deserve what they get because they won’t 
organize. While the truth of the matter 
is that not.only a pitifully tiny number 
of workingmen is organized, but that no 
one actually knows—not even the A. F. 
of L., nor the Federal Labor Department 
—what percentage of female labor is or- 
ganized nor what percentage of male. In 
answer to a direct inquiry, the A. F. of 
L. states, We can not ascertain the pro- 
portion of women members in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. Our affiliated 
national and international unions in 
Sending remittances for dues merely re- 
port on their total membership and do 
not furnish any classification.’ For all 


that anyone knows, therefore, the per- 
centage of women may even be greater, 


and far greater than the percentage of 
men.” 


HE session closed with an informal 
discussion of ways and means for or- 
ganizing Industrial Councils and Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Councils 
under the National Woman’s Party all 
over the country. Edwina Avery, well- 


OUR GREATEST WOMAN 
Washington, D. C., 
December 29, 1933. 


To the Editor of Equal Rights: 
I wish to propose the name of our 


greatest American woman, B. 
Anthony, as deserving of the next ex- 
penditure of the taxpayers’ for 


not time that the American people recog- 
nize the outstanding contribution made by 
a woman to the upbuilding of this Nation? 
Will not men be generous and just? 
Susan B. Anthony took part in three 
great reform movements during her life- 
time. She was one of the bravest of the 
Abolitionists, for two years 
with William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell 
Phillips and others of that uncompromis- 
ing group which finally influenced Lincoln 
to issue his famous emancipation procla- 
mation, a decisive factor in winning the 
Civil War and preserving the Union. She 
was rotten-egged, mobbed from to 
aie, burned in effigy and suffered the 
indignities heaped upon her fellow Aboli- 


a century, 
respite, she . on à bloodless revo- 
lution, not — for women's rights, but 
for the emanci of men from the 
economic burden of female parasitism 
which hindered them from moving out 
into a larger individual anl natio life. 
She taught women to despise dependence, 
to stand on their own feet and assume 
their share of responsibility in national 
expansion, which was a direct result of 
the increased freedom of men. These 
became the mothers of greater men, who 
in turn made it possible for this Nation 
to evolve to its present supremacy. Who 
would argue that we could have reached 
this pinnacle without the help and influ- 
ence of women? | 

The recent splendid recognition at 
Montevideo of the place women should 
occupy in national and international life 
is a portent of that better day when men 
and women will adjust all relationships 
on the basis of absolute equality. Among 
and good women — 4 — 


the rest. 
I plead for her. The torch she 
will e 


misconception 

ing woman's destiny into the light of 
absolute equality with man. What 
fluence could be greater? 

Let us complete the picture on the 

by building close to those of Washington 
and Lincoln a fitting memorial to 
illustrious woman, the third star 3 ‘he 
first magnitude in the constellation of 
great American emancipators. 
out the ages there will then stand that 


Rose Arnold Powell. 


known lawyer, of the District of Colum- 
bia, spoke briefly of the work of a similar 
group, the Government Workers' Council, 
in Washington, and Rilla A. Nelson told 
of a lively organization of business and 
professional women in Michigan which 
had worked with the National Woman's 
Party and had helped to prevent the 
passage of discriminatory legislation. Mrs. 
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Hooker spoke of possibilities that the 
widespread formation of councils with 
interlocking memberships would have in 


the training of women in political meth- 


ods, suggesting that in this way women 
like Helen Elizabeth Brown of Baltimore 
and Elizabeth S. Baker of Harrisburg 
might be groomed as candidates to serve 
in their respective State Legislatures. 
* * * 
MELIA HIMBS WALKER of Balti- 
more, a former picketer, was the 
toastmistress at the Sunday luncheon, and 
introduced Rebekah S. Greathouse, As- 
sistant United States Attorney of the 
District of Columbia, who said that all 
laws which impede the progress of women 
today can be traced back to the ancient 
Salic law under which, in the Middle 
Ages, women were kept from occupying 
thrones. It is the influence of this old 
law, Mrs. Greathouse contended, that is 
responsible for interpretations of parts 
of the Constitution of the United States, 
not according to their plain and literal 
meaning, but in the light of the common 
law of England. And Mrs. Greathouse 
added that it was “under that common law 
that a woman had the great privilege 
of being hanged in more ways than a man, 
for a man who couldn’t read could claim 


the benefit of clergy, while a woman who 


had violated the law just had to go ahead 
and be hanged.” 


Mrs. Greathouse pointed out that the 
same mediaeval attitude toward the Taw 
prevented women for many years from 
being admitted to the bar and urged that 
“as the law of the United States is what 
they say it is, the only thing we can do is 
to amend it. And it needs to be amended 


in the clear and uncertain language of 


the Lucretia Mott Amendment.” 


N conclusion, Mrs. Greathouse paid a 

glowing tribute to Alice Paul who four 
years ago began making a study of the 
laws affecting women in every country 
of the globe, as the result of 1 the 
great gains at Montevic de made 
possible. And she added that if we had 
had an Alice Paul in the early days, 
when they were drafting the Cunstitution, 
it might have been that the laws we are 
working for today would have been writ- 


ten into the Constitution at that time.” 


Mary Winsor of Philadelphia said: 

“Young women of today who have 
beaux should invite them to forsake the 
traditions of their grandfathers.... If 
the reactionaries can do what Mussolini 
has done in Italy and Hitler in Germany, 
women would lose out not only from the 
point of view of economics, but would also 
—from the sex point of view—be — 
at the mercy of men.” 

Sophie Nordenholz of Baltimore, Ed- 
wina Austin Avery of the District of 
Columbia and Mrs. Theodore W. Forbes 
of Baltimore also spoke at the luncheon 


| 
| 
A memoria Fre. Americar 
| 111 sts. 

of the present day, Susan B. Anthony’s | 
; name, like Abou Ben Adhem’s, leads all 
out 
balanced expression of American democ- | 

racy, man and woman, which will increas- 


At the closing business session of the 


Conference Sunday afternoon, by-laws for 


the Middle Atlantic Region of the Na- 


tional Woman's Party were adopted and 
officers elected. 


deelphia was elected Regional Chairman, 


Rosalie “Murtagh of Philadelphia was 


to Be F 


HE New York City Committee of the 
National Woman's Party will honor 


Doris Stevens, Chairman of the Inter 
American Commission of Women, at a 
dinner to be held at the Hotel Park Lane, 


Park avenue and 48th street, New York 


City, Monday, J January 29, at 7 o’clock. 
Distinguished speakers will tell of the 
Pan American Conference at Montevideo, 


and the story of the adoption of the Na- 
tionality. Treaty by this Conference will 


be related by members of the Commis- 
sion. 


Inter American Commission of Women; 
Margarita Robles de Mendoza, Commis- 
sioner from Mexico, and Fanny Bunand- 
Sevastos, Executive Secretary of the Com- 


are cordially invited to attend. Tickets 


New York, City. 
Speaks on e Conference 
HE recent Conference of the Middle 
Atlantic Region of the National Wom- 

an’s Party at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

was the subject of Ida I. Kloze, president 


of the Business and Professional Women’s 


| Council of the Maryland. Branch. of the 
Party, at the meeting of the Council, 


f a Board of Regents of the Univegsity of 
Awe Maryland, and David ©. Winebrenner, 
by, / Secretary of State of also ad- 

| | Colvin Honored | 


| Committee of the Woman’s Party in- 
vited officers of the committee, chairmen 
of the Industrial and Government Work- 
ers’ Councils, a few personal friends in 
the Party, and presidents of co-operating 
women’s organizations to tea, Tuesday, 
January 9, to meet sash, | T. n. re- 
Council of the Party. 


Mrs. Colvin spoke of the ah a or- 
ganization in the Western States and ex- 


plained her plans for inereasing the 


Party’s membership and strength. Mrs. 
Pell in a brief speech told of Mrs. Bel 


Arabel Clark of Phila- 


Dr. James Brown Scott, president 
of the American Institute of Internation- 
al Law; Doris Stevens, Chairman of the 


Who'd be free must earn hie own food— 
mission, will be the foremost speakers. 


Nlembers and friends from other States 


$3 and may be obtained at the New 
Tork office of the Party, 5 Fifth e 


ae January 16. Mrs. John L. Whitehurst, 
who was recently elected a member of the 


Delaware County, Pennsylvania, Treas 
urer. Resolutions were adopted recom- 
mending the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment; requesting the National 
Council of the Party to announce its plan 


for seating the delegates at the next 
annual Convention; thanking William 


work and aims for the 
said women of the East are most desirous 


of co-operating with the Feminists of the 


West. A discussion of the Nationality 


Treaty and the victory at 


lowed. 


‘THE NATIONAL WOMAN'S 
PARTY 
By. Estelle Baker 


Honolulu, Hawall * 
‘Theres a. house on the Potomac 


ver there 
u ig ealled the W 
* omaii’s Party 


„„ 
This is true. : 


hands. 

Women wateh from other 

— on, the 
Potomac. . 


The resolutions were 
passed: 
Resolved, That of the 
Woman’s Party and their friends 
gathered in the home of Mrs. Sarah 


express their appreciation of und ex, 
tend their thanks to Alice Paul and 
Doris Stevens for their magnificent 
Work toward the adoption of the Na- 
tionality Treaty at the Pan Ameri- 
can Conference at Montevideo. 
Resolved, That this meeting of 
members and friends of the National 
Woman's Party at the home of Mrs. 


Sarah Pell, on Tuesday, January 9, 


1934, urge the Senators from New. 
5 Vork, Hon. Robert F. Wagner and 
Hon. Royal f . Copeland, to work for 
ratifleation of the Nationality Treaty ~ 
adopted at Montevideo and that a 


eopy of this resolution be forwarded = 


to them. 


2 


ere are minds white and black 
Of beth there's no lack. 
Lou Pete y ask the House on the 
Build a wing to Woman's Party; 
Be it than Shack no higher. 
Ee grow u 
a 8 the House on the 
1 
bang it. for yourself and straightway 
Fear .tear 


3 ean PELL of the New York City Pell, on Tuesday, January 9, 1934, 


for a recent editorial in the Hearst paper 


urging the Republican Party to stand for 


Equal Rights; thanking the valiant work- 
ers of the Party who secured the adoption 
of the Equal Nationality Treaty at 


Montevideo; and thanking the Committee 


of Arrangements and all who had helped 


to make the a 


L. KENNEY, of 
the Delaware Branch of the Wom- 
an’s Party, writes: | 6 
“We have received a note from Mrs. 
Hilles pointing out that Equat Riceuts 
of December 30, 1933, included the Fed- 


eration of Women's Clubs of Delaware 
among organizations endorsing the Na- 


tionality Treaty. We do not know how 


this could have happened, but think pos- 


sibly the name of the Delaware Federa- 


tion was confused with that of the Dela- 


ware County Branch ‘of the Federation 


of 


2 


Notes 


HE first French woman to be * 

1 a president of a bar association is 
Mme. Pignet of the Bar at La Roche-sur- 
Yon. Mme. Pignet became a barrister in 
1919. Her official title is that of “baton- 
nier” of the Order of Advocates. French 
women do not vote, but have been al. 


lowed to — law for over * 
years. 


Women dive 

6 uf HE one group neglected right along 
has been unemployed women,” de- 

clared Eleanor Roosevelt recently in pre- 

siding over a White House conference on 

how-to create work projects for 400,000 

women. She asked for “as many sugges- 


Leader of the Bar 


tions as possible’ for useful work that 


won't compete with labor a Ane open 
market.” 


A, CORDING to the bet, 


the Birmingham Central ‘Literary 


 Association—one of the oldest gocieties 


of its kind—at its seventy-seventh annnal 


‘meeting on September 27, debated a reso- 


lution recommending the admission of 
women into the Association. The motion 
was proposed by the ‘president, but was 
vigorously opposed by some membe 

and was lost, voting favor 
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